Masterpiece
Versus Paint
By Numbers

All You
Need for
Another
Year

By Phyllis Hooten

D

uring this past
December, the LORD
began speaking to me
about a new approach towards
troubling situations while my
husband and I were dealing with
a family crisis. I felt the LORD
telling me I frequently take a
“paint by numbers” versus a
“masterpiece” attitude when
trouble arises. With this revelation, I realized I needed to
change my approach not only
towards the current challenging
situation but to those arising
throughout the upcoming year.
On a chilly and dark mid-December morning, hours after
becoming aware of the family
situation, I sat with my Bible
opened to Psalm 34:4 “I sought
the LORD, and He answered
me; He delivered me from all
my fears.” For many years when
facing challenges, I have gone
to this verse and poured out my
heart to Him, honestly sharing
my fears, frustrations, and
concerns. And every time, He
has proven Himself faithful.

By Marshall Segal

A

That’s my
King!
By Joseph Randall

T

hrough the cross, Jesus purchased all
you need for life, ministry, and godliness
so that now you have your sufficiency from God, and He is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in
all things at all times, you may abound in every
good work!
cont. on pg. 2
On that cross, He was a fragrant offering and
a well pleasing sacrifice to God so that now you

have God working in you both to will and to do
for His good pleasure!
On that cross, He more than conquered all
your enemies so that now you will do valiantly
through God for it is He who shall tread down
your enemies!
On that cross, He was shut out of the
glorious, all satisfying presence of His Father
because of your sin so that now you will have
fullness of joy and pleasures forevermore one
day forever in God’s very presence!
On that cross, Jesus endured the hardest
and most infinite affliction in your place so that
now your momentary and light affliction, which
is for a moment, is working for you a far more
exceeding and eternal weight
cont. on pg. 7
of glory, and your present

s the sun rises on
another year, where do
you want to be found
more faithful twelve months
from now — in your diet and
exercise, or in the patterns of
your marriage and relationships, or in personal evangelism,
or in productivity at work, or
in communion with God? The
beginning of a year is as good a
time as any to audit our hearts
for our hidden places of faithlessness. What sinful impulses
have we neglected, excused,
or even harbored? What might
God finally prune away — or
bring to life?
The apostle Paul warns us
with a promise,
“Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully” (2
Corinthians 9:6).
A farmer who sows a few
seeds will reap a small crop, but
one who sows much will have a
great harvest.
cont. on pg. 4
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Masterpiece Versus
Paint By Numbers

However, prior to lifting up the montage
of my fears, frustrations, and concerns, I
paused and read
Psalm 34:1-3

“I will extol the Lord at all times; his
praise will always be on my lips. I will
glory in the Lord; let the afflicted hear
and rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me: let
us exalt his name together.”
After reading this passage, I felt the
LORD telling me I frequently live my life
by a situational crisis or paint by numbers
approach, but I needed widening of my
focus when trouble approaches. For years,
when problems arose, I would pray and ask
His intervention within the troubled area.
This is akin to the technique used in a paint
by numbers portrait, the “correct color” is
placed in the indicated spot on the canvas.
Through all of my trials and troubles over
the years, He has lovingly brought me
through them. Typically after emerging
from the trouble, I would offer up a quick
thanks to Him, decide all is well, and move
blissfully forward until unraveling at the
next “paint by numbers” situation.
Living life by with a paint by numbers
approach means superficially appreciating
the LORD as the Master of all and acknowledging His creation is His masterpiece.
Daily for years, I have had quiet time with
the LORD, and sporadically throughout
the day, I would lift up quick prayers. It is
humbling admitting during trying situations I approach my quiet time and prayers

with much greater intention
and fervor. If I desire to have
a masterpiece versus paint by
numbers approach, I need to
take Psalms 34:1-3 to heart.
The instructions in this scripture are to extol, praise, and
exalt His name at all times
whether our situations are
mundane or riddled with great
strife.
Continually extolling,
praising and exalting His
Name helps us appreciate the
Master and richly understand
we are created in His image
(Genesis 1:27) and are part of
His masterpiece. Thus, we can
trust Him to guide, protect, and
provide for us on both the dark
and gloomy days and those
filled with sunshine. Maintaining a position of continual
praise of the LORD helps us
build a solid foundation much
like the person Jesus describes

in Luke 6:48: “When a flood
came, the torrent struck the
house but could not shake it,
because it was well built.”
Choosing a masterpiece
versus paint by numbers
approach involves regularly
and intentionally becoming
better acquainted with the
Master. The first step is accepting Jesus as LORD and Savior
of our lives. This simple but
vital step is explained in
Romans 10:10 “For it is with
your heart that you believe
and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you
profess your faith and are
saved.”
After that it can involve daily
searching His Word for attributes describing Him, reflecting on those scriptures, and
expressing gratitude for being

loved so deeply by the
One possessing countless amazing characteristics. In faithfully doing
this, we add a sense of
sparkle and celebration
even on those routine
and unremarkable days.
Plus, during turbulent
times, it enhances our
ability to quickly recall
He is trustworthy
(Psalm 145:13); the

One even the wind and
waves obey (Mark 4:41);
and our rock, fortress
and deliverer (Psalm
18:2).
Regularly focusing on
His attributes also helps
us when dark and worrisome thoughts start
clouding our consciousness. Focusing on His
attributes instead of the
negative
cont. on pg. 4
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Masterpiece
Versus Paint By
Numbers
ones redirects our thoughts to

“…whatever is true, whatever
is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable”
(Philippians 4:8).”
Another consideration of a
masterpiece approach is understanding the Master does not
need anyone to add to His
completed work at Calvary
related to salvation. John 19:30
records Jesus’s final words
before death on the cross as
“It is finished.” If a painting by
Rembrandt, Monet, Michelangelo, or any of the great artists
suddenly came into our possession, it would be very unlikely
we would grab a paintbrush
and start adding to the masterpiece. Because it is considered
a finished work, we would
instead put our efforts to the
ancillary work associated with
owning such a precious piece of
art such as obtaining insurance,
hiring security, and determining the optimal place to display
it. This mindset can be applied
to our Master. The work Jesus
did at the cross is complete and
there is nothing we can do to
add to or take away from it; all
we can do is accept the gracious

gift of His sacrifice. Just
as for an owner of an art
masterpiece, there is also
ancillary work for believers. This includes praying,
faithfully reading His Word,
and helping others to know
Jesus.

Jesus’s final words
before death on
the cross as “It is
finished.”
While paint by numbers
can be a fun and relaxing
pastime for aspiring
artists, it is not the optimal
approach for starting a
new year. Being intentional

about having a masterpiece versus paint by
numbers approach helps
us be securely anchored
to His promises whether
the day is bright and sunny
or stormy. And, as for the
recent family crisis the
LORD within 72 hours
brought a perfect resolution in a way far better
than we could have even
asked for or imagined.
Such an answer to prayer
strengthens my resolve
throughout this year
to daily remain solidly
grounded in the Master.

All You Need
for Another
Year

How we sow (and for whom) will determine — in real, significant, meaningful
ways — what we reap.
If last year left us emotionally
unstable, financially distressed, physically weak and unhealthy, relationally
disconnected, and feeling farther away
from God, we are likely reaping what
we have sown. And if we sow the same
this year, we will likely feel similarly a
year from now.

Or worse.
But if we sow bount!ifully,
we will reap differently. And
our God loves to fill (and refill)
the cups of those who eagerly
pursue him, and gladly pour
themselves out for others.

How Will You Sow?

When Paul wrote about
sowing and reaping, he was
writing about financial generosity (2 Corinthians 9:7), but
not only that — “in every good
work,” he says (2 Corinthians
9:8). So, as we turn the page to
another year, we would do well
to consider how well we will sow
— our money, yes, but also our
time, our energy, our attention.
We can determine now, with our
hands open before God, who or
what will get the most and best
of what God has given us. Most
of us sow sparingly because we
sow thoughtlessly and prayerlessly. No farmer sows bountifully by accident, and few Christians sow sparingly with serious
intentionality.

“Most of us sow
sparingly because
we sow thoughtlessly
and prayerlessly.”
Why do we sow sparingly? We
sow sparingly because we forget
or ignore what we will reap (or
not). We settle for the comfort
and convecont. on pg. 5
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“God is able to make all
he provides, he provides in full,
(2 Corinthians 9:6–8).
according to his wise plan. His
grace abound to you, so
grace covers every dark and
that having all sufficiency
All You Need
needy corner in our hearts.
in
all things at all times” (2
You may not feel sufficient for
Corinthians 9:8)
what God has called you to do.
“We
should
feel
insufOur God is an always God.
and steal, but lay up for Likely, as you look back over the last
nience of drifting despite
ficient
for
the
Christian
year,
you
feel
freshly
insufficient
for
He
will be there providing on
how much it might cost us.
yourselves treasures in
your
marriage,
family,
ministry,
and
the
mountaintops of success
We trade fullness of joy and
life.”
heaven, where neither moth
other callings. That’s good. God does
or progress; he will be there
pleasures forevermore for
nor rust destroys and where not call us to feel or be sufficient.
None of us sows well everyproviding in the valleys of
fractions of joy and moments
thieves do not break in and We should feel insufficient for the where all the time. In God’s
disappointment and failure;
of pleasure.
wise, sovereign, and loving
steal. (Matthew 6:19–20) Christian life
and he will be there providing
plan, we can’t. All of us need
on the rough and often punish(2 Corinthians 2:16). If we are to sow better somewhere.
ing roads of our ministry to
When we cannot see beyond
We sow sparingly because genuinely able, it is because God is And we are probably prone to
others.
the horizon of our short life,
we forget what we will reap, able. “God is able to make all grace presume on God’s provision in
we learn to live day to day as
or we sow sparingly because
abound to you, so that having all areas where we are stronger,
if there’s nothing there. We
we fear that God will provide
and to subtly assume he won’t
If we are his, no hour will
sufficiency . . . ”
neglect the profound and
sparingly. We hoard whatever
provide
more
in
areas
where
be
overlooked. Over every
invincible wisdom in Jesus’s
(2 Corinthians 9:8). Ability and we are weaker. By faith, we
seed he gives — time, money,
minute
of every day, he says to
counsel,
energy — because we’re afraid sufficiency that matter come, in resolve against both. We will
us in Christ,
every way, from above.
we won’t have enough for
ask God to provide in every
ourselves.
But
Paul
has
a
word
area — where we are stronger
Do not lay up for yourselves
to speak to all our new year’s
or more gifted and where we
treasures on earth, where
Apart from grace, we do not have
Fear not, for I am with
fears: “God is able to make all
are still weak — because God
moth and rust destroy and
the
energy
we
need
in
parenting,
grace abound to you, so that
promises to provide in all
you; be not dismayed,
or the wisdom we need for our
where thieves break in
having all sufficiency in all
things.
schedule, or the faith to give beyond
for I am your God; I will
things at all times, you may
what’s
comfortable,
or
the
perseverabound in every good work”
strengthen you, I will
ance to steward our bodies well, or
We live, work, love, and
the patience for trials, or the love grow under the banner
help you, I will uphold
we need in marriage. But God owns
you with my righteous
“My God will supply every
the cattle on a thousand hills, and
need
of
yours
according
to
wields the strength of a thousand
right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)
his riches in glory in Christ
armies, and knows billions and
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
billions of stars by name — and he
lives in us, and for us, by his Spirit.
At All Times
At all times. No interrupIn All Things
God will give you everything tions, mistakes, or oversights.
Just relentless, continuous,
God, and God alone, will be your you need in every area of life
at every moment over the next providing, fatherly love. Fear
sufficiency — in everything.
year (and for endless years).
“God is able to make all grace
cont. on pg. 6
abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things. . . .” (2
Corinthians 9:8).
God will not overlook or forsake
any area in your life — not your
marriage, not your work, not your
home, not your health. Wherever

All You Need for
Another Year
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so that having all sufficiency in often cost us more than we
From the book

All You Need for
Another Year
not, for the one who
rules the universe and
writes all of history will
strengthen you, guide
you, and protect you
as you walk through
this life. If we could see
and feel the extent and
constancy of his care,
we would laugh at how
fearful we can be. The
clouds of uncertainty
hanging over our future
would begin to look less

like devastating storms
and more like much
needed rain.

For All Good Work

all things at all times, you may
abound in every [literally, all]
good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).
Every ounce of God’s provision to
you will come laced with opportunity for you — to serve yourself or to
turn, in love, and serve others. God
always means for the grace he gives
us to work through us for someone
else’s good.

The last all is the most
subtle, at least in our
English Bibles, but it is
just as important and
relevant for a new year:

While many of us need to hear
that God will provide again — all
sufficiency, in all things, at all times
— just as many need to be reminded
that he has laid good works before
“God is able to make all each of us.
“We are his workmanship,
grace abound to you,
created in Christ
Jesus for good
works, which
God prepared
beforehand, that
we should walk in
them” (Ephesians
2:10).
God himself has
prepared work for
us to do this year,
places for us, in
particular, to sow,
sowing that will

King
of
Kings

planned to give.

Will we walk in the love he
has prepared for us? Let’s pray
now, at the end of another
year, for the sufficiency — all
we need, in all things, at all
times — to sow faithfully in the
next.

Your beginnings
will seem
humble, so
prosperous will
your future be.

Remarkable
Incidents
and Modern
Miracles

by G. C. Bevington

A

man said to the writer some time
ago, “Well, Brother Bevington, I
suppose, from your teaching, that
you are never going to die, as you say that
God heals and that He answers prayer.
So all that you have to do is to pray, and
He heals you, and you are never going to
die.”
I reminded him of an incident that
occurred while I was working at the
carpenter trade near Michigan City,
Indiana. As we were coming home one
Saturday evening, in the buggy, we
noticed a man and his wife walking
around an old log house.
They seemed to be scrutinizing the old
frame closely; and as we came near, the
man shouted, “Hey, Jerry, come in here.”
So when Jerry got out of the buggy, the
man said,
“Wife and I have been examining our
old house where we have lived and raised
our family of eleven. They are all gone
now, married off. You know you have
been fixing this old house up most every
year for several years; and just look at the
sills, and those posts, and the roof, and
that gable end. They are all in pretty bad
shape, and we were just saying that we
believe the old thing is not worth repairing any more. So we want you to build us
a new house.” We built one, and saw them
vacate the old building and move into the
new. They left about all the old furniture
in the old house.
I said, “Sir, that is the way it will be with
me, as Christ has promised to keep this
building that I am living in, in repairs; but
the time is coming when the old thing
won’t be worth repairing, and I expect
soon to see Him come down, take a walk
around the old frame, and say, “Well,
Bevington, the old thing is not worth
repairing any more, so now vacate it
and move up here into the new mansion
that we have just finished for you. Just
leave all the old furniture down there,
as we have your new mansion all newly
furnished in gold and diamonds.”

254-339-0582 ____________________________________________ jimsueraines@gmail.com- goodnewswaco.org ____________________________________________7

That’s my King!
sufferings are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in you!
In His life and death, Jesus shed many tears;
endured much pain and sorrow on your behalf;
and resisted every sin all the way to an obedient
death on the cross so that now you have certainty that one day you shall have no more tears, no
more sorrow, no more pain; there shall be no
more death and no more sin!
The Father’s love for the Son is infinitely great.
Yet He did not spare His own Son but delivered
Him up for us all. Therefore, since He has given
us the greatest gift imaginable in His Son, surely
He will also freely give us all things!

That’s my King! Is He the great thing of
“all things” to you?
In His life and death, Jesus experienced
tribulation, distress, persecution, hunger,
thirst, nakedness, peril, the nails and
spear at the cross, and the infinite wrath
of God so that now you shall not be separated from the love of Christ for any of
these reasons or for any other reason in
the universe. No trial in your life should
ever make you doubt God’s love for you.
Even in all your hardships, God’s love
is strong toward you. He has given the
greatest evidence of His love for you at
the cross when He crushed His one and
only beloved Son in your place!
On that cross, the Father did not come
to Jesus’ aid in any way so that now you
have certain and unshakable promises
causing you to be strong, courageous, and
fearless because God is with you, and He
is your God and will strengthen you and
help you and uphold you with His righteous right hand!
On that cross, Jesus was excluded from
the joy of the LORD so that now you will
one day enter into the joy of your LORD!
Jesus went to the cross according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, and His enemies were gathered
against Him to do whatever God’s hand
and His purpose determined before to be
done. Therefore, since God is in absolute

control of the most wicked action in the
universe (the crucifixion of Jesus), and
He worked it for your good, you can rest
assured in the following truths about
God’s absolute sovereignty working for
your good in every and all situations!
Your hairs are numbered and if not
even a little bird can fall to the ground
apart from God’s will, you should fear
nothing for God loves you much more
than little birds!
In His book they all were written –
every detail of every day fashioned by
Him for your good before even one came
into being!
All your times are in His hands!

That’s my King!

All things work according to His will!
As your days are, so shall your strength
be and underneath are the everlasting
arms!
Your right hand is held by God, and He
will guide you with His counsel!
Everything worked against Jesus for
His destruction on that cross so that now,
all things, even those things meant for
evil against you, are working together for
your good!
Because of Jesus’ perfect life and death,
if you sin, you have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous!

If you confess your sins,
He is faithful and just to
forgive you your sins and to
cleanse you from all unrighteousness!
On that cross, the
Father was against Jesus,
condemning Him for your
sake, so that now you
can never be condemned
because God is absolutely
for you forever and no one
can be against you!
In His death and resurrection, Jesus more than
conquered all powers,
enemies, and evils so that
now you are more than a
conqueror through Him
who loved you!
On that cross, Jesus was
crushed by God with the
equivalent of an everlasting
punishment so that now
you are loved by God with
an everlasting love!
On that cross, Jesus was
cut off from the fullness
of God’s house and drank
from the river of His wrath
so that now God satisfies
you with the fullness of His
house and gives you drink
from the river of His pleasures!
On that cross, the Father
delighted to bruise the Son
so that now God delights
in you and as a bridegroom
rejoices over his bride, so
shall your God rejoice over
you!
On that cross, the Father
rejoiced to punish the Son
so that now God will rejoice
over you with gladness, and
He will quiet you with His
love!

That’s my King!

Jesus, the greatest
treasure in the universe,
was abandoned on the
cross so that you might be
God’s special treasure in
Christ!
On that cross, the Father
showed no mercy to the
Son, so that now you might
give the Father pleasure
when you hope in His
mercy!
cont. on pg. 8
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That’s my The Goodness
King!
of God

On that cross, Jesus’ appearance was marred beyond human
form. There were no smiles on His
face and no laughter came from His
mouth so that now you may smile
at all your enemies and laugh at the
future because of the salvation He
purchased for you!
On that cross, the delight and
desire of Jesus’ heart, His very own
Father, abandoned Him so that now
if you delight yourself in the LORD,
you will receive the desires of your
heart!
While Jesus was on the cross,
darkness was over the whole land
and the light of the world was
extinguished so that now one day
you might shine like the sun in the
kingdom of your Father!
On that cross, the Father withheld
all good things from the Son so that
now if you seek the LORD, you shall
not lack any good thing!
On that cross, the Father pursued
the Son with anger and condemnation so that now your heavenly
Father, like the Hound of Heaven,
is pursuing you relentlessly with
goodness and mercy all the days of
your life!

When we work, we work.
When we pray, God works.
Hudson Taylor

By Elton Stregle

With Time With Our Creator James 1:17 “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
and comes down from the Father of lights, with
whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”
Heavenly Father, I praise You for Your wonderful
attributes such as being the Creator, all-powerful,
all-knowing, everywhere present, unchanging,
loving and merciful; for giving me the ability to
recognize the good things coming from You:
beauty, mercy, kindness, grace and love. Thank
you that You always plan whatever happens in
my life for my good even when I can’t begin to
comprehend the situation. “And we know that all
things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His
purpose.” Romans 8:28 Give me an understanding
and appreciation of Your amazing creation. How
precisely everything works together to provide not
only for human beings, but for all the animals and
plants of the earth. I ask you to raise up powerful

voices in our culture to speak
about Your Goodness. Direct me
on a daily basis to live out Your
Goodness as an example to others.
Thank you for the wonderful promise in Psalm 31:19 “How great is
the goodness you have stored up
for those who fear you. You lavish
it on those who come to you for
protection, blessing them before
the watching world.” (NLT) Thank
you, Lord, for your goodness. In
Jesus’ Wonderful Name, Amen.

There is no
fear in love.
But perfect
love drives
out fear,
because
fear has
to do with
punishment.
The one
who fears
is not made
perfect in
love.
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The Lord, “plans to
requiring some degree of
tions or even people doesn’t
level of perspective.
change. Common areas
always feel that simple; but
prosper you and not to
include the overall health
there’s an imperative… is one
harm you, plans to give
of our spiritual walk, our
armed? Spiritually calibrated?
In the event that we’re faced
you hope and a future.”
emotional and physical
What has been spiritually put
with
uncertainty
in
this
coming
Here, in a letter,
health, the standard of
on? As Paul outlines in
year, take a moment to ponder
Jeremiah is writing to
our relationships and the
the
following
as
uncharted
Ephesians 4; truth,
the Israelites, encourBy Scjivonne John
direction of our careers.
waters are navigated:
kindness, compassion,
aging them to adjust to
forgiveness, gentleness,
their lives in Babylon and
s we enter into the New Year, a
unity, humbleness and
more importantly, to keep
culmination of feelings ensue,
But what about other
How might The Lord be using
patience.
moving, in spite of their
from joy, to trepidation, to expec- areas that are extremethis season to build a component
affliction.
He
encourages
tation as we welcome a year of newness
ly practical, yet receive
What did one spiritually
of my character? How might
them to settle in the land, The Lord be using this season to take off? Again, in Ephesians
and more often than not, the ever residing much less attention? I’m
to pray for the people of
hope that this coming year will be a year of referring to determining
develop my understanding of His 4, Paul takes us through
Babylon and their pagan
positive and lasting change.
how we’re going to face
a number of things that
character? Could this season be
difficulties. With all of the lifestyles and to seek
symbolize the old man that
preparing me for a future role
prosperity. The instrucgoal setting and forward
we need to take off. Anger,
that I may have within ministry
Some people like to focus on the close
tion to “pray for prosperi- or might the experience provide falsehood, bitterness, rage,
thinking, what if our
of the departing year, whilst others look
ty” is such an unexpected future opportunities for me to
well planned goals don’t
impurity, greed, idolatry. The
towards setting goals for the new and
notion due to the nation
quite go according to
old man.
minister to others? Is The Lord
reestablishing their definition of success.
of Israel being forced to
plan? What if unexpected
testing my heart or readiness for
Whatever one’s measure of success may
reside in conditions of
circumstances shake the
the next season? Can The Lord
be, the observance of Godly principles
The putting off and placing
exile. The Biblical prinfoundations of our faith?
trust me with navigating this
such as righteousness, obedience and
on of such components of
ciple that we can draw
season well by leaning into Him
faithfulness are areas that we must seek to
character are all factors that
from this is to trust in The and learning The Biblical prin“The purpose
examine and review as channels for ….
enable us to think in the way
Lord’s sovereignty, to
ciples that He intends for me to
of Christianity
The Lord wants us to think
stay connected by praying learn?
and respond in the way
diligently…
is not to avoid
In and amongst our annual review,
that He wants us to
difficulty but
“Then you will call upon How might The Lord
we have a tendency to hone in on areas
respond.
me
and
come
and
pray
to produce
be using this season
to me, and I will listen
Paul, when he was
a character
to
build a component
to you. You will seek
writing
to the Chrisitans
adequate to meet
of my character?
me and find me with
at Philippi, wrote “Keep
it when it comes. all your heart. I will be
putting
Can this season be used to
It does not
found by you,” declares
into
cont. on pg. 14
develop a character that has
make life easy,
The Lord. Jeremiah
the ability to receive a channel
What, then, shall we
29:12-14 …
rather it tries to
of peace at all times as commitsay in response to
to not give up due to
make us great
ment to the convictions of The
these things? If God
Holy Spirit stir from within?
enough for life.” fear and/or uncertainty
but to trust in His perfect
is
for us, who can be
James
and permissive will. In
against us?
Christiansen
Processing antagonistic situadoing this, we’re accepting His version of His plan
for our lives, instead of
trying to force our own
We tend not to think
along the lines of difficul“For my thoughts are
ty or unexpected circumnot your thoughts,
stances but maybe that
neither are your ways
wouldn’t be such a bad
my ways,” declares The
thing? Especially if it will
Lord. “As the heavens
increase the likelihood
are higher than the
of us persevering with
earth,
so are my ways
fortified faith as opposed
higher
than your ways
to stumbling with falterand
my
thoughts than
ing faith.
your thoughts.”
The knowledge and
There’s such familiarity
wisdom
of The Lord is
with
infinite. Our perceived
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
knowledge and wisdom
“For I know the plans I
pales in comparison, it’s
finite and limited to the
have for you,” declares
confines of our mind and

Welcome a
New Year

A
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Lonely Cabin On The
Forty-Mile
By: Joseph Conlee

D

uring the Alaska gold rush in the late 1800’s,
I was sent to an old, remote cabin to keep
watch on the property. Gold had been discovered nearby, and I was hired to make certain no one
jumped the claim.
My pay for staying in the cabin that winter was
plenty of free grub and all the whiskey I could drink! I
couldn’t make it a day without whiskey and now I had
all I could drink, for a whole winter.
But as th thee days passed, I grew lonely. I found
myself missing my wife and little daughter. Prior
to my leaving for Alaska, they had seen me off. My
darling daughter had put a little medicine kit inside
the trunk packed for me, and inside the kit was a small

Bible. I remembered her
last words, “I wouldn’t
give this little book to
anyone in the world but
you, Daddy. You read it,
okay?”
I didn’t want to hurt
her feelings, but I wasn’t
going to read her Bible.
So the Bible lay safely
tucked away in the trunk
in the corner of the cabin.
As loneliness ate away
at me, one day an unexpected knock came on
the cabin door. There
stood a man cold and
hungry. I eagerly invited
him in. “There’s plenty
of food and whiskey for
both of us!” I said.
His name was Jimmy
Miller. The two of us

drank ourselves to sleep
every night, hooting and
hollering as the snow
piled high outside.
Two weeks later
another knock came at
the door. A Mr. Wally
Flett entered. When
he saw the whiskey, his
mouth watered, and I
invited him to join us.
Night after night the
three of us got roaring
drunk, only to numb
our pounding heads the
next morning with more
whiskey.
Winter hung on. Three
different times we made
trips to Dawson for more
whiskey and grub. We
drank so much that we
began to experience

delirium tremens.
One night Jimmie
Miller had severe
delirium tremens and a
fever. In great agony he
cried, “Get me a doctor!
Don’t let me lie here and
die!”
But we were 40 miles
from Dawson City. It was
40 below zero and the
snow was deep. Then I
remembered the little
medicine kit in the old
trunk. When I opened it,
out fell the little black
book onto the floor my
daughter had given me.
“It’s that Bible, curse
it!” I said, as I walked
over to the stove to burn
it.
“Don’t throw it in!”
Wally shouted. “Don’t
you know we haven’t
a thing to read in this
godforsaken country?

The only magazine
we have - I’ve read 20
times!” and he snatched
the Bible from my hand.
“If you want to read it,
go ahead, but I won’t!” I
exclaimed.
Wally spotted some
handwriting on one of
the blank pages, and
read it out loud. “To my
darling Daddy. With
love, Florence.”
Suddenly hearing
those words -- not
knowing she had written
them; now I was glad I
hadn’t burned the Bible .
. . but I didn’t tell them.
Jimmy began to get
better. As he was recuperating, he started to
read the Bible out loud.
I’d yell, “Shut up!” but
Wally was interested. He
would say, “What was
that you read, Jimmie?”
cont. on pg. 11

Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he
has given us new birth into
a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,
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trunk in the corner of the
or four days. I wonder if it’s
I’ve been hearing my mother
Months later, God called
cabin.
the Bible reading that’s been pray for me, and she’s been
me back into the ministry as
doing it?”
dead for years! How about
a Pastor again, and Jimmy
As loneliness ate away at
you, Jimmy?”
and Wally were also called of me, one day an unexpected
January came. Boredom
God to serve as Pastors. By:
knock came on the cabin
continued. Then came
“If you fellows want to
Joseph Conlee
door. There stood a man cold
February 14. It was Wally’s
pray, I’ll pray with you,”
and hungry. I eagerly invited
turn to read scriptures:
answered Jimmy.
him in. “There’s plenty of
Let not your heart be
The little holy Bible had
During the Alaska gold
food and whiskey for both of
Then Jimmy would read it again.
troubled. You believe in
worked its wonder in each
rush in the late 1800’s, I
us!” I said.
God, believe also in me. In
of us.
was sent to an old, remote
Wally would say, “I had no idea there
His name was Jimmy
my Father’s house are many
cabin to keep watch on the
were things like that in the Bible. What
We three drunken soaks
Miller.
The two of us drank
mansions: if it were not so
property.
Gold
had
been
do you say we keep reading it just to
in the lonely cabin on the
I would have told you. I go
discovered nearby, and I was ourselves to sleep every
pass the time away? Not to believe it,
Forty-Mile got down on our
to prepare a place for you.”
hired to make certain no one night, hooting and hollermind you. Joe was a Pastor once, you
knees. Our prayers rose
ing as the snow piled high
(John 14:2)
jumped the claim.
know? He says Pastors are fools.”
higher and higher. Suddenly
outside.
Suddenly I couldn’t hold it
Wally jumped up on his feet
My pay for staying in
I was outnumbered. We were all
Two weeks later another
any
longer.
I
began
to
sob.
and
started
shouting,
“Hallethe
cabin
that
winter
was
bored, so we took turns reading.
knock
came at the door. A
lujah!
Hallelujah!
Jesus
plenty
of
free
grub
and
all
“What’s the matter with
What we didn’t realize at first was the
Mr.
Wally
Flett entered.
heard
me!”
the
whiskey
I
could
drink!
you, Joe?” asked Wally and
change coming over the lonely cabin on
When
he
saw
the whiskey,
I
couldn’t
make
it
a
day
Jimmy.
While he was shouting, up
the Forty-Mile. The whiskey barrel was
his mouth watered, and I
without whiskey and now
jumped
Jimmie
Miller,
and
going down more slowly. Some days,
“Just keep on reading,”
invited him to join us.
I had all I could drink, for a
I followed. Then all three of
five, six, and even seven chapters were
I said. “I was just thinking
whole
winter.
Night after night the three
us started jumping up and
read from the Bible.
about my little girl. I am not
of
us got roaring drunk, only
down,
shouting
glory
and
But
as
the
days
passed,
I
crying because of that Bible,”
One day Wally said, “Have you two
to numb our pounding heads
praises to God!
grew lonely. I found myself
I
lied.
noticed a change coming over us? I
the next morning with more
missing my wife and little
It was two o’clock that
haven’t heard swearing now for three
There was a moment of
whiskey.
daughter.
Prior
to
my
leaving
morning when we ended our
silence, and then a confesfor
Alaska,
they
had
seen
Winter hung on. Three
praying and praising. Then
sion broke forth from
me off. My darling daughter
different times we made
we destroyed the whiskey
Wally’s lips. “You know, for
had put a little medicine kit
trips to Dawson for more
barrel with a hatchet and let
the last five days I’ve been
inside the trunk packed for
whiskey and grub. We drank
the
whiskey
run
in
the
snow.
wanting to pray, and I was
me, and inside the kit was a
so much that we began
scared you fellows would
That night, Jimmy, Wally
small Bible. I remembered
to experience delirium
laugh at me, but I’m not
and I were born again spirher last words, “I wouldn’t
tremens.
scared anymore. I’m going to itually by the Spirit of God.
give this little book to
One night Jimmie Miller
pray.”
The Holy Spirit had been
anyone in the world but you,
had
severe delirium tremens
working
in
our
hearts
as
the
Daddy.
You
read
it,
okay?”
In a shaken voice, I spoke,
and a fever. In great agony
scriptures had been read,
“Well ... since you have
I didn’t want to hurt her
he cried, “Get me a doctor!
until it was time for God to
committed yourself, I will
feelings,
but I wasn’t going to Don’t let me lie here and
birth
us
into
the
Kingdom
of
tell you my heart has been
read her Bible. So the Bible
die!”
His Son (Col. 1:13-14).
breaking for the last week.
lay safely tucked away in the
cont. on pg. 12

Lonely Cabin
On The
Forty-Mile

Be Still and Know
that I AM God

Therefore, if
anyone is in
Christ, the new
creation has
come: The old
has gone, the
new is here!
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Lonely Cabin On
The Forty-Mile
But we were 40 miles from Dawson City. It was 40
below zero and the snow was deep. Then I remembered the little medicine kit in the old trunk. When I
opened it, out fell the little black book onto the floor
my daughter had given me.
“It’s that Bible, curse it!” I said, as I walked over to
the stove to burn it.
“Don’t throw it in!” Wally shouted. “Don’t you
know we haven’t a thing to read in this godforsaken

country? The only magazine we have - I’ve
read 20 times!” and he snatched the Bible
from my hand.
“If you want to read it, go ahead, but I
won’t!” I exclaimed.
Wally spotted some handwriting on one of
the blank pages, and read it out loud. “To my
darling Daddy. With love, Florence.”
Suddenly hearing those words -- not
knowing she had written them; now I was
glad I hadn’t burned the Bible . . . but I didn’t
tell them.
Jimmy began to get better. As he was
recuperating, he started to read the Bible
out loud. I’d yell, “Shut up!” but Wally was
interested. He would say, “What was that
you read, Jimmie?” Then Jimmy would read
it again.
Wally would say, “I had no idea there were
things like that in the Bible. What do you
say we keep reading it just to pass the time
away? Not to believe it, mind you. Joe was a
Pastor once, you know? He says Pastors are
fools.”
I was outnumbered. We were all bored, so
we took turns reading.
What we didn’t realize at first was the
change coming over the lonely cabin on the
Forty-Mile. The whiskey barrel was going

I will give them an
undivided heart and put a
new spirit in them; I will
remove from them their
heart of stone and give
them a heart of flesh.

Those who go to
Heaven ride on a
pass and enter into
blessings that they
never earned, but
all who go to hell
pay their own way.

John R. Rice
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Lonely Cabin On The
Forty-Mile
down more slowly. Some
days, five, six, and even seven
chapters were read from the
Bible.
One day Wally said, “Have
you two noticed a change
coming over us? I haven’t heard
swearing now for three or four
days. I wonder if it’s the Bible
reading that’s been doing it?”
January came. Boredom
continued. Then came
February 14. It was Wally’s
turn to read scriptures:
Let not your heart be
troubled. You believe in
God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so I
would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.” (John
14:2)
Suddenly I couldn’t hold it
any longer. I began to sob.
“What’s the matter with you,
Joe?” asked Wally and Jimmy.
“Just keep on reading,” I
said. “I was just thinking about
my little girl. I am not crying
because of that Bible,” I lied.
There was a moment of
silence, and then a confession
broke forth from Wally’s lips.
“You know, for the last five
days I’ve been wanting to pray,
and I was scared you fellows
would laugh at me, but I’m not
scared anymore. I’m going to
pray.”
In a shaken voice, I spoke,
“Well ... since you have committed yourself, I will tell you my
heart has been breaking for the

last week. I’ve been hearing my
mother pray for me, and she’s
been dead for years! How
about you, Jimmy?”
“If you fellows want to pray,
I’ll pray with you,” answered
Jimmy.
The little holy Bible had
worked its wonder in each of
us.
We three drunken soaks in
the lonely cabin on the FortyMile got down on our knees.
Our prayers rose higher
and higher. Suddenly Wally
jumped up on his feet and
started shouting, “Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! Jesus heard me!”
While he was shouting, up
jumped Jimmie Miller, and I
followed. Then all three of us
started jumping up and down,
shouting glory and praises to
God!
It was two o’clock that
morning when we ended our
praying and praising. Then we
destroyed the whiskey barrel
with a hatchet and let the
whiskey run in the snow.
That night, Jimmy, Wally
and I were born again spiritually by the Spirit of God. The
Holy Spirit had been working
in our hearts as the scriptures
had been read, until it was
time for God to birth us into
the Kingdom of His Son (Col.
1:13-14).
Months later, God called
me back into the ministry as a
Pastor again, and Jimmy and
Wally were also called of God
to serve as Pastors. Note - A

But those who hope in the LORD
will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

number of different sources has printed copies of
this testimony over the years and gave them out as
tracts, it so seems. We no longer have the copy we
used to post this to the website, so it is now impossible for us to know from WHAT exact publishing
source it came from. A Pastor Burt Evans gave me a
copy of the tract around 1982 and I tucked it away
for years until we started this website in 1998.

There is a possibility that a Dr. Charles
S. Price may well be the original author
of the tract, and not Joseph Conlee.
Nevertheless, the testimony is true,
which is what matters the most, and
God is still using it many years later.
Norm Rasmussen
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death’ or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away.”
He who was seated on the throne said,
“I am making everything new!” Then he
said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”
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Are you a
“Like” or
a light?
By Tim Lamb

A

re you a “Like” or a light?
I heard a “Christian”
actor being interviewed
on a news program. I listened
closely, not because Christians
are exceptionally intuitive by
nature, but because they should,
in living up to the title, desire
truth and purity.
I was stunned, however, to
once again hear a Christian
embrace the religion of feelings;
to embrace that doctrinal stance
which approves of a person’s
right to chose their morality; a
personal morality tailored to
their own lifestyle. Having experienced this before; I sought
to understand this phenomenon. This escapes my power
of reason that a person could
approve in others what they
could not tolerate in themselves.
What do these people have
in common? What can they gain
from this double standard that
eviscerates the moral responsibility of others while at least
claiming to hold self to a high
standard?
This is found on the broad line
between any two sides of most
moral debate in the civilized
world; those who just want to
get along. Those who claim to
have no right to make the call;
to take the stand; to declare
universal truth.
They dismiss the notion that
even GOD would hold anyone
to a fixed point of reference
or hold His own to a collective
conscience. “To each his own”,
really means “I don’t care if you
are right or wrong”. There are
cases where there can be the
compromise, such as in politics
or sports or food preference, but
not in moral decisions.

We should all want what is right
for each other. I am purposely
avoiding the actual moral topic or
taking categorical sides here because
that would distract from the point.
The point being, we cannot be
neutral on holiness or purity.
Jesus said “Be perfect, as your
Father in heaven is perfect.”
This is our hope and desire in
sanctification and the Christian life;
and it should be spoken, in love, as
the hope we have for all. People of
no faith or different faiths need to
understand, this is not condemnation; this stems from our desire that
they NOT be condemned.
God is very clear what will be
condemned. This isn’t even advocating that laws should be passed
on moral grounds. You can’t legislate morality. This is to say that to
care about our fellow humans is not
to approve of their choices but to
desire for them the approval of God’s
choices.
We base a lot of modern personal
relations on the concept of liberalism
and conservatism. It gets confusing when a person seems to take a
conservative stand for themselves
but embraces a liberal ideology for
others.
This is the politically correct thing
to do but it really takes no stand
at all. It establishes nothing in the
minds of our young people to say
“what’s right for me may not be right
cont. on pg. 16

Welcome a New
Year
practice all you learned and received from
me - everything you heard and saw me doing.
Then the God of peace will be with you.”
Phillipians 4:9. NIV
My prayer is that as we enter into this new
year, that we exercise a commitment to maintaining a perspective that enables and fuels a
lifestyle where we stick to the ancient paths,
as outlined in His word, regardless of what the
world is doing, as instructed in Jeremiah 6:16,
to “stand in the crossroads and look, ask for the
ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and
walk in it…” that we obey the imperatives, the
things that have been identified, for us to do and
cling onto the hope that lies in the indicative, the
promise, “...and you will find rest for your souls”.
All of which comes as a result of obeying the

initial command, indicated previously.
I’m praying nothing but the best for
all of the readers of The Good News and
beyond and if the circumstances seem
to be less than desirable, that we will
exercise the best character, to counteract the influence of the circumstance.

press on toward the goal to
win the prize for which God
has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.
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God’s
Second
Chances
By Peter Brusati

B

ible says that God
causes all things to work
together for good to
those who love him. (Romans
8:28) That even includes our
failures! Nobody likes to fail, but
God can use failure to teach us
valuable lessons. If we respond
in faith, God will use our defeats
to lead us to great victories. His
goal is to build our character. The
Bible says that He is conforming us to the image of His Son.
(Romans 8:29) I can’t make
myself like Jesus, but God can.
Peter is an excellent example
of this. He confidently told Jesus,
“Even if I must die with you, I will
not deny you!” (Matthew 26:35)
But Jesus knew that Peter was
about to be tested in a way that
would cause him to fall. He said
to him, “Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan demanded to have you,
that he might sift you like wheat,
but I have prayed for you that
your faith may not fail. And when
you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” One reason
God allowed Peter to be severely
tested was to show Peter that
his good intentions were not

enough. Our failures show our
weaknesses, but God’s goal is not
to humiliate us. He uses them to
teach us to depend completely
on His strength.
The Apostle Paul had similar
experiences. He said, “For we
do not want you to be unaware,
brothers, of the affliction we
experienced in Asia. For we were
so utterly burdened beyond our
strength that we despaired of life
itself. Indeed, we felt that we had
received the sentence of death.
But that was to make us rely not
on ourselves but on God who
raises the dead.” (2 Corinthians
1:9-10)
Denying Jesus shattered
Peter’s illusions about himself.
Luke’s account of Peter’s
denial shows us how painful
it was: “And the Lord turned
and looked at Peter. And Peter
remembered the saying of
the Lord, how he had said to
him, ‘Before the rooster crows
today, you will deny me three
times.’ And he went out and
wept bitterly.” (Luke 22:61-62)
After such vehement denials,
I suspect that Peter thought
that he had disqualified himself
from continuing as an apostle.
Jesus had told His disciples, “So
everyone who acknowledges me
before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is
in heaven, but whoever denies
me before men, I also will deny
before my Father who is in
heaven.” (Matthew 10:32-33)

But, as we know, that is not the
end of the story. Jesus forgave
Peter and commissioned him
to feed His flock. “He said to
him the third time, ‘Simon, son
of John, do you love Me?’ Peter
was grieved because he said to
him the third time, ‘Do you love
Me?’ and he said to him, ‘Lord,
you know everything; you know
that I love You.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Feed my sheep.’” (John 21:17)
Just a few weeks later, on
the day of Pentecost, Peter,
filled with the Holy Spirit, was
preaching the Word of God with
boldness and confronting the
same people who had crucified Jesus. Peter had humbled
himself before the Lord, and
God had lifted him up. In one
of his letters to the church,
Peter tells us that “. . . you who
are younger, be subject to the
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of
you, with humility toward one
another, for ‘God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the
humble.’” (1 Peter 5:5) It has
been said that the Holy Spirit
only fills the low places. As soon
as we begin to think too highly of
ourselves, God has to pull back
until we choose to take the low
place. We may need to fail in our
own strength so that His grace
can flow through our lives once
again.
Sometimes people tell me,
“I have messed up too many
times. God cannot forgive me
anymore.” I like to ask them,

“Which of your sins did
Jesus not die for?” Of
course, the answer is,
“Since He died for all of
them, there aren’t any He
didn’t die for.” Peter asked
Jesus about the limit on
forgiveness when he said,
“Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and
I forgive him? As many as
seven times?” He probably
thought that was pretty
generous. But Jesus said
to him, “I do not say to you
seven times, but seventy
times seven.” (Matthew
18:21-22) The idea is not
that we count up to 490 and
then stop forgiving people,
but that we continue to
forgive no matter how
often a person hurts us. If
God expects us to show
that kind of forgiveness,
do you think He will put a
limit on how many times
He will forgive us? No way!
In fact, He clearly tells us,
“Be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, just as God in
Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32)
Failure can be a glorious
gateway to a new beginning, because God is full of
mercy. We just need to turn
from our sins, turn to Him,
and trust in His promises.
“If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)
Our transformation from
sinner to saint does not
depend on us, but on God,
who raises the dead!

See, I will create new
heavens and a new
earth. The former
things will not be
remembered, nor will
they come to mind.

Are you a “Like” or a light?
for you”. It lays no guidelines
for our civic responsibility
to compromise our values to
the detriment or pleasure of
others. What others “feel” is
not our guide in developing
character. It makes sense
that conservatism defaults
to liberalism when conservative views are not applied
to our daily lives, thoughts,
and attitudes. If we say we
love order but live daily in
disorder and do not contest
it we become disorderly.
When we say we are moral
but live every day without

contending for morality
we slip into immorality. It’s
a slow fade from faith, to
doubt, to unbelief, if we do
not practice living for God.
Christians have to practice a
moral stand or they cease to
be Christian. They become
politically correct spiritualists when they do not stand
in Jesus Name and say, “this
is wrong”. They do no good
for anyone, nor do they shine
a light on the path when
they make no call for others
to follow the narrow way.
To make no call on absolute

moral truth is to shine an
affirmative light on the broad
road leading to destruction.
Can I say I love others and
do this? Decide what the
Bible says and live it, declare
it; make the call! By doing
so you bare good fruit, and
you shine the light of truth
on the narrow path in a dark
world. You will not make
friends, you will not get a lot
of likes on social media; but
remember, they hated HIM
first, and He loves them more
than you do.

