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Easter, A 
Celebration 
of the One 
Who Does 

Abundantly 
More  

By Phyllis Hooten 

Easter celebrations varies 
dependent upon our back-
grounds, experiences, and 

personal preferences. For some 
it means, attending a church 
service together as an extended 
family with each member looking 
resplendent in brand new Easter 
finery. Others awaken early for 
an annual sunrise service. Easter 
egg hunts may be the centerpiece 
of some families’ celebrations. 
Or, sitting down at a perfectly 
set table overflowing with ham, 
scalloped potatoes, spring vege-
tables, hot crossed buns and of 
course chocolate bunnies and 
eggs in an array of colorful foil 
wrappers.   Regardless of what 
our celebrations look like, Easter 
is foremost a time for celebrat-
ing the One “who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).  

 At the crux of the cele-
bration is the LORD, who in His 
great love and mercy allowed 
the sacrifice of His perfect and 
only Son. In 
the thou-

Stealing 
Jesus 

By Kay King-Hill

Wanda’s Christmas 
dinner table had 
been elegantly set 

with appointments of sterling, 
bone China, and shiny green 
satin napkins, her centerpiece 
of colorful Christmas balls 
framed by tall crimson candles 
and elegant white poinsettias. 
Across the way, a beautiful 
nativity scene graced the coffee 
table.  And typical of a dedicated 
hostess, she walked about the 
room one more time before her 
guests would arrive.  But quite 
abruptly she stopped and drew in 
her breath to notice the anomaly 
amidst the artistically-arranged 
manger scene:  “Where is that . . . 
cradle? “  Stooping low to scru-
tinize the carpet, she unquietly 
registered more shock:  “Where 
is Baby Jesus>”  Only after dili-
gently searching  “Bethlehem,” 
the frustrated lady noticed 
her six-year-old taking small, 
reticent steps forward, reticently 
retrieving from her pocket a tiny 
figurene.  A soft but bold confes-
sion ensued:  “I  want to keep 
Jesus!”  My oh my, oh my--how 
Becky’s confession does preach!  
{And for the record, Becky still 
“keeps Jesus!”}

Still another blessed theft 
occurred when Ben and I took 
our five-
year-old 

Doing Good 
for The Right 

Reasons
By Clint Decker 

Have you seen pictures of athletes, 
elected officials or other celebrities 
serving meals for the homeless?  In 

our world today, it is so easy to take a picture 
or video of yourself or friends doing some-
thing good, and then instantly, everyone 
knows about it.

 

Jesus once said, “…I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.”  (Matthew 25:35-36) Then He 
followed that up with, “Truly, I say to you, 
as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers, you did it to me.”  (Matt. 25:40) 
Without question, Jesus wants people to help 
the needy, as well as, to be part of a church 
and seek Him in prayer. 

 

Jesus also said, “Beware of practicing your 
righteousness before other 
people in order to be seen 
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sands of years from the creation of earth 
and humankind until Jesus Christ came 
into the world as the Messiah, the LORD 
witnessed the shortcomings of humans 
time and time again. Even under great 
leaders such as Moses, who brought the 
Israelites out of centuries of bondage and 
helped record the 613 commandments 
for repentance and remission of sins, 
there was disobedience and turning away 
from the LORD.    And, in the 2,000 plus 
years since Jesus’s death and resurrec-
tion, sadly there are many who continue 
rejecting Him. Jesus, during His ministry 
on earth, was aware of this rejection when 
He shared the Parable of the Sower (Luke 
8:4-15) noting that hearing the Good 
News, not all will cherish and hold it close 
within their hearts. What a reason to cele-
brate that despite rejection and disobedi-
ence, the LORD still chose to give us Jesus, 
the perfect sacrificial lamb, for reconciling 
us to Him. This gift is for everyone, regard-
less of where we have stumbled and fallen 
short, for Romans 8:32 assures us “He who 
did not spare His own Son, but gave Him 
up for us all.”   

 How we are absolved of our sins 
was changed in far superior ways than we 
could ask for or imagine through Jesus’s 
sacrificial act 2,000 plus years ago. In the 
centuries before that first Easter, atone-
ment was a very complex process based 
on the 613 commandments of the Mosaic 
Law. Leviticus 16 describes the process 
which included the specifics of preparing 
the animal sacrifices and how the presid-
ing priest was to bathe and dress. Occur-
ring only annually, the acts of atonement 
were conducted solely by the high priest 
in an inner room, the Holy of Holies, of the 
temple. This room was partitioned off by a 
curtain and no one was allowed to enter at 
any other time throughout the year. This 
all changed at the exact time of Jesus’s 
death on the cross when “The curtain of 
the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom” (Mark 15:38). With his death and 
resurrection, no longer would atonement 
be limited to the actions of one priest 
doing everything very prescriptively in a 
room where entrance was allowed only 
annually. From that point forward, a very 
complex process had been replaced by a 
simpler but deeply profound one.  Celebra-
tion is warranted for “We have this hope 
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 
It enters the inner sanctuary behind the 
curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has 
entered on our behalf. He has become 
a high priest forever” (Hebrews 6:19-

20).  Starting with the accep-
tance of Jesus as our Savior 
and throughout our walk as 
believers at any time and in 
any place, we can go directly 
to Jesus to seek forgiveness of 
our sins. We rejoice because 
our Heavenly Father in his 
great love “has reconciled 
you by Christ’s physical body 
through death to present 
you holy in His sight, without 
blemish and free from accusa-
tion” (Colossians 1:22).   

 Another reason for 
celebration is the truthfulness 
and accuracy of the LORD’s 
Word. First consider what was 
said about Jesus’s death in 
Isaiah 53:7 “He was oppressed 
and afflicted, yet he did not 
open his mouth; He was led 
like a lamb to the slaugh-
ter and as a sheep before its 
shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth.” This passage 
was written centuries before 
Jesus stood on trial shortly 
before His crucifixion. This was 
recorded in Matthew 27:12-
14: “When he was accused 
by the chief priests and the 
elders, he gave no answer. 
Then Pilate asked him, ‘Don’t 
you hear the testimony they 
are bringing against you?’  But 
Jesus made no reply, not even 
to a single charge—to the great 
amazement of the governor.” 

Jesus’s own words about His 
death and resurrection are 
found in Mark 10:33-34:   “the 
Son of Man will be delivered 
over to the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law. They 
will condemn him to death 
and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles, who will mock him 
and spit on him, flog him and 
kill him. Three days later he 
will rise.”  These very details 
are recorded in the accounts 
of Jesus’s death and resurrec-
tion found in the Four Gospels. 
Reflecting on the scriptures 
about Jesus’s death and resur-
rection helps us embrace the 
truthfulness and accuracy of 
all His promises chronicled 
throughout scripture. We are 
blessed in ways more than we 
can ask or imagine for He is 
with us “always, to the very 
end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20); “faithful in all He does” 
(Psalm 145:13); and is “the 
Mighty warrior who saves” 
(Zephaniah 3:17).  

 Another remarkable 
reason for celebration is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
preparing His disciples for His 
death and upcoming challeng-
es shared in John 16:7 “ But I 
tell you the truth: it is to your 
advantage that I am leaving; 
for if I do not leave, the Helper 
will not come to you; but if 

I go, I will send Him to 
you.” The gift of the Holy 
Spirit is more than we 
can ask for or imagine. It 
is through the Holy Spirit 
we receive power for 
helping spread the gospel 
(Acts 1:8). It is through 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit we “may overflow 
with hope” (Romans 
15:13). In John 14:26, 
Jesus describes the Holy 
Spirit as the Advocate 
and teacher of all things.   
Plus, John 16:13 declares 
the Holy Spirit is the 
spirit of truth and when 
He comes “he will guide 
you into all the truth.”  

 Certainly Easter 
Holiday is a wonderful 

celebration of spending 
time with loved ones, 
enjoying a meal together, 
and/or participating in 
beloved annual events 
such as Easter egg hunts.   
It is also a time of awe 
because of the LORD’s 
great love “while we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 
5:8). It is an opportune 
time for reflection and 
expressing gratitude for 
the incredible gifts of 
reconciliation and the 
promise of a new life 
because Jesus lovingly 
and willingly went to the 
cross for us.  

Easter, A Celebration of the One Who Does 
Abundantly More

 ‘I have learned to 
kiss the wave that 
crashes me against 

the rock of ages’
Charles Spurgeon
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 There 
are far, 

far better 
things 
ahead 

than any 
we leave 
behind.
C.S. Lewis
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by them, for then you will have 
no reward from your Father 
who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 
6:1) Practicing righteousness is 
simply doing what is right, wise 
and good; like the things Jesus 
laid out.  Is it not right to help 
the needy?  It is not good to go 
to church and to pray?  Sure it 
is!  Jesus commands us to, but 
also warns about doing them in 
order to be seen by others. 

 

This refers to the desire to be 
acknowledged.  We may want 
to be thanked, talked about, 
have a picture or video taken 
of us or have something typed 
up on social media or a blog 
post about our experience.  
Jesus states, if that is what we 
want, that is what we will get.  
And that will be considered 
our reward for doing good.  
However, Jesus also points 
out, if that is what we are after, 
we will not be rewarded from 
God.  Jesus makes clear, we 
cannot pursue being be seen 
and rewarded by both man and 
God; it is one or the other. 

 

Jesus gives us instruction in 
how to pursue being rewarded 
and accepted by God.  He says, 
“…when you give to the needy, 
sound no trumpet before 
you…”  (Matt. 6:2), and “…do 
not let your left hand know 
what your right hand and 
is doing, so that your giving 
may be in secret.  And your 
Father who sees in secret will 
reward you.”  (Matt. 6:4) Jesus 
is illustrating, how we should 
not make doing good about 
ourselves, where it becomes 
all about us.  He is teaching 
that when we do good, we 
should do so with a humble and 
servant-like heart.  We are to 
serve with an understanding 
that we live for an audience of 
one, for His glory and praise 
alone and no one else’s   

 

The point Jesus is making, is at the 
heart of what it means to be a Chris-
tian.  Here is the underlying principle 
He taught to anyone who wanted to 
follow Him, “If anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.”  
(Luke 9:23) When it comes to doing 
righteous or good deeds, we are to 
deny the inner urge to be seen by 
others.  Instead, we are to take up our 
cross and do all, not for the glory of 
self, but for the glory of God.

 

Are we to never speak of the good 
we do?  It may sound that way, but 
that is not what Jesus is teaching.  
When we are seen by others doing 
good, and have an opportunity to 
share, we should lower ourselves and 
lift up Christ.  We are to decrease, that 
He may increase.  No glory to us.  All 
glory to God.                   

 

A prayer for you.  “Lord God, compel 
us to go out today and do good.  Let us 
love our neighbor and serve them with 
humble and grateful hearts.  But let us 
do so, not for the praise of others, but 
for the glory of God.  We confess we 
have done things to be seen by others.  
We repent of our sin, take up our 
cross and follow you with all our heart 
this day.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Doing Good for The 
Right Reasons

“Experience 
is the most 

brutal of 
teachers but 

you learn, 
my God, do 
you learn”
C.S. Lewis

If God is Love, He is, by 
definition, something 

more than mere kindness.
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Glory. Well, to wrap, here’s 
this. Far from my own child-
hood, I too experienced 
an unforeseen moment of 
“stealing Jesus.”  It happened 
in a miniscule moment of 
time near  a very perilous (no 
exaggeration ) segment of San 
Francisco  Bay, where more 
mature, thoughtful--okay, 
more intelligent-- tourists 
would never venture after 
dusk. Yet on our trek toward 
the hotel, in a matter of mere 
seconds, Ben and I saw two 
men, on on each side of us, 
stealthily closing in. Their 
obvious motive produced 
paralyzing fear--no, it was 
panic--in the two of us.  But in 
my heart I found time to cry 
out “Jesus!” Amazing I imme-
diately remembered our Waco 
prayer group’s gathering on 
Thursday evening and desper-
ately joined them.  “Father, in 
Jesus’ Name, . . . tell our friends 
to pray for us right now!” Well, 
honest sequence here. No 
sooner had I lifted that desper-
ate cry did those two stalkers 
turn away and disappear into 
the inky darkness.  Thanksgiv-
ing and amazement and heart-
felt praise poured unstoppa-
bly from our hearts until we 
finally reached the hotel. And 
we stayed right there until 

our connecting flight back to 
D-FW! It wasn’t until much 
later that we realized the 
time differential. By the time 
my Pacific petition had been 
offered up, our hometown 
prayer partners in Texas time 
were probably fast asleep in 
their beds!  Yet I still smile to 
remember the night my faith 
inadvertently “stole Jesus” 
from the confines of manmade 
time restriction and appeared 
right before God’s Throne in 
time of need.  Just  in time!

Stealing Jesus--taking Him 
away from every boundary 
and natural restraint. And 
knowing Him freely as our 
Right-Now  “I Am!” To me, 
those three scenes of stealing 
God’s Son remain as precious 
reminders of an old hymn we 
sang in Willow Grove Baptist 
Church--  “’Tis so sweet to 
trust in Jesus, just to take Him 
at His Word....!”

Hey, if you’re too young to 
know that tune, just make up 
one.  I promise, stolen secrets 
of love will sound just fine to 
Our Lord!

Rachel to see the Glen Rose 
Ampitheater production of 
“The Promise.”  In retrospect, 
we must have sacrificed 
groceries or something  so our 
beautiful child could expe-
rience the gospel drama up 
close and personal.  Well, did 
she ever!  During the Matthew 
9:25 passage wherein Christ 
lifted the little dead child  by 
the hand and said, “Maid, 
arise!”  Rachel perceived that 
miracle in real time, right 
before her eyes, and then 
stood and screamed:  “Halle-
lujah!”  Her rapturous love for 
Jesus knew no bounds, no time 
restraint, no doubt about it. 
In that moment she stole the 
Savior right off the page of the 
New Testament, her childlike 
faith embracing His all-time 
resurrection power.

Stealing Jesus“That’s My King!” In Matthew 17!

Christ Jesus Shone Bright At The Transfiguration
Strong As The Sun His Face Alteration

His Clothes A White Light Beauty Manifestation
God Pulled Back The Veil Of His Glorification

And Showed Us His Glory For A Short Duration
Moses And Elijah Were There In Grand Conversation

Peter’s Stunned And Stammers About Tent Accommodation
The Father Speaks About His Beloved Son’s True Relation
I’m Pleased With Him! Listen To All His Communication!

The Disciples Fall Down In Shock-Fear Combination
Christ Comforts “Fear Not!” With A Touch Affirmation

They Lift Up Their Eyes To See Jesus Only: Salvation
For He Would Go Die As Our Propitiation
Then Rise Up Alive For Our Justification
To Be Our All Only: Our Life Celebration

So Praise And Worship Him With True Adoration!

That’s my King!

Christ Jesus Told What Was To Come
Commanded Silence Keep It From

cont. on pg. 15

Jesus calls 
us to his 
rest, and 

meekness is 
His method.
A.W. Tozer
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Let God Blow Away Your 
Anxiety

Three Big Promises for the Fight

 By David Mathis

Fifteen years ago, I was a senior in college. I hadn’t wandered 
far from home after high school (just 45 minutes away). I was 
born and raised, and lived all 22 of my years of life so far, in a 
small region of a small state. But now as a senior, an exciting and 
scary prospect stood on the horizon: leaving the motherland.

As I entered that final collegiate fall, I had narrowed the field 
to four postgrad options, and all four would require me to move 
hours from home, if not overseas. In some sense, I would be 
“setting out on my own.” I felt an unusual anxiety about it.

The worries I battled that senior year of college had 
much excitement in them; the great opportunities just 
came with fear of the unknown — of not messing up, 
not taking a wrong step, not making a false start on 
adulthood. My anxiety was spiritual and emotional, not 
clinical. It never became so acute that I sought profes-
sional help. But it was a trial of faith, and a chance to 
grow and learn. Instead of letting anxiety eat my joy 
alive, I had to find a way to fight back. Could there be 
any better way to fight than with the very words of 
God?

That fall, I found three clear texts where Jesus, Paul, 
and Peter each take anxiety head-on. I printed them 
out on blue cardstock and pasted it next to my bed. I 
rehearsed the passages first thing each morning, and 
last thing each night. It didn’t take long to memorize 
them cold. Even now, fifteen years later, when anxiety 
rises to the level of my consciousness, I go back to these 
three tried and true passages.

Matthew 6:25–34
“I tell you, do not be anxious about your life,” Jesus 

says, “what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing?” (Matthew 
6:25). He knows, and cares, about food, drink, clothing 
— such basics! If you’re not worried about where your 
next meal is coming from, or how you’ll clothe your 
body, let that put your present concerns in perspec-
tive. “If we have food and clothing, with these we will 
be content” (1 Timothy 6:8). Jesus talked to men and 
women worried about food and clothes. Gratitude for 
what we’re not worried about is a great first step in the 
fight.

Hear Jesus, the Lord of lords, say to you, “You are of 
more value than many sparrows” (Matthew 6:31). His 

words are powerful because they’re so 
practical and obvious. Sometimes we 
need Jesus to blow away the delusion of 
anxiety with a simple rhetorical question, 
like this one: “Which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his 
span of life?” (Matthew 6:27). In other 
words, your worry will gain you nothing. 
Your being anxious about your life is not 
helping your life. In fact, it’s poisoning 
you. It’s robbing you of joy. It’s dragging 
down your life. Turn to me, he says. Roll 
your burdens onto my broad shoulders 
and strong back.

Spiritual anxiety is a faith issue: “O 
you of little faith” (Matthew 6:30). And 
by calling for faith, Jesus is not telling 
us to muster up strength within, but to 
acknowledge our own weakness and 
inability, and lean afresh on his strength 
and power. “Your heavenly Father 
knows” (Matthew 6:32). The world seeks 
after mere things. But in Christ, we have 
been set free to seek after God. And to 
trust him for whatever he adds and when 
(Matthew 6:32–33).

Philippians 4:6–7
Lest we think that battling against 

anxiety only relates to the basics of food 
and clothing, Paul makes the universal 
application explicit with an “anything” 
and an “everything”:

Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6–7)

It’s not enough to distract ourselves — 
to try to turn our worried minds else-
where and forget our troubles, uncer-
tainties, and fears. Rather, we need to go 
Godward. “Let your requests be made 
known to God.” And as we go to him, 
grateful prayer and inner peace go hand 
in hand. This is a promise to those who 
go Godward with their anxieties: “The 
peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”

Fighting anxiety, and coming into 
respites of spiritual and emotional 
peace, doesn’t mean all our questions 
are answered. God gives peace beyond 
calculation. His peace transcends easy 
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explanation, and even our most generous 
anticipation. He gives a peace that “surpasses 
all understanding,” that doesn’t make sense on 
mere earthly terms.

1 Peter 5:6–7
Matthew 6 laid a massive foundation for me, 

and Philippians 4 reminded me of the vital place 
of prayer, but it was 1 Peter 5:6–7 that seemed 
to burst most often with the most refreshing 
grace.

Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that 
at the proper time he may 
exalt you, casting all your 
anxieties on him, because 

he cares for you.

“Humble yourselves” is the reminder 
that our anxieties often rise with our 
pride and sense of self-sufficiency. To 
lose sight of God is to decline in humility. 
It’s a timeless summons to the anxious: 
humble yourself. You can’t control this. 
Your anxiety is rising with a swollen view 
of self, and a diminished view of God.

Then that phrase “at the proper time.” 
Oh, what clarity and hope I’ve found in 
these words. Clarity in that my sense of 
timing is often not God’s perfect sense of 
timing. He knows all my needs (Matthew 
6:32) and has his “proper time,” so I 

shouldn’t rush to judgment when my 
prayers, prompted by my worries, are 
not immediately answered in the way I 
would like. Rolling my burdens onto him 
doesn’t mean he gives me what I want 
right away, but that he gives faith, which 
prepares me to wait patiently for his 
perfect timing. And not just clarity, but 
hope — because his “proper time” often 
comes suddenly and unexpectedly. He 
relieves me of the burden of being my 
life’s master of ceremonies. I don’t need 
to watch the clock, but trust the Lord of 
time.

The four most anxiety-dispelling words 
for my soul over the years come at the 
end of 1 Peter 5:7: “he cares for you.” 
The coming of Christ, his sacrificing of 
himself for your sake, his rising again in 
power, his coronation as King of kings at 
the right hand of his Father, the sending 
of his Spirit — it all bears witness that “he 
cares for you.” The Father demonstrates 
his care for you in this: that while you 
were still a sinner, Christ died for you 
(Romans 5:8). The Father did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for you — 

how will he not graciously 
give you all you need, in his 
perfect timing?

He cares for me. Anxiety, 
be gone.

Sweet Imperatives
Looking back, it is remark-

able what comfort God gave 
in that otherwise harrow-
ing senior year by his Spirit 
through particular promises 
in his word. Even today, as I 
turn regularly to Matthew 6, 
or Philippians 4, or 1 Peter 
5, I taste afresh the gracious 
comfort God siphoned to my 
worried heart in those days.

Just last week I came again 
to Matthew 6:25–34, and 
Jesus’s words fell on me as 
pleasantly as any command-
ment ever has. “I tell you, do 
not be anxious about your 
life.” That’s a command: 
“Don’t be anxious.” Modern 
people can chafe so quickly 
at commands, and yet the 
promises of Christ from over 
the years flood that sweet 
imperative for me with the 
strong and gentle tenor of 
Jesus’s voice and compas-
sion. Your heavenly Father 
knows all your needs, and he 
stands ready to meet them 
beyond what you can ask, or 
think, or imagine, all in his 
perfect timing.

Let God Blow Away Your Anxiety

What one 
generation 
tolerates, 
the next 

generation 
will embrace

John Wesley



8 •   ____________________ imsueraines@gmail.com  - goodnewswaco.org  ________________________________ 254-339-0582

Be Still, My 
Soul

A Hymn for the Hardest Losses
By Jon Bloom

After nearly two decades, the memory 
is still vivid: standing in the living 
room with the phone to my ear, listen-

ing as my friend and pastor, Rick, described 
to me through sobs how one of the young, 
vibrant couples in our church had just been 
in a terrible car accident. The husband had 
survived. But the wife had not. And neither 
had their unborn son — their first child, whose 
birth they had been anticipating with so much 
joy.

I stood stunned, trying to process this new 
reality. I could see her laughing with a group 
of people after church the previous Sunday. 
Now, she was suddenly gone — taken, along 
with her child, in a violent event that unfolded 
in a few seconds. Rick asked me, the leader of 
the worship ministry, to begin thinking and 
praying over possible music for the funeral 
that would likely be held the next week.

If my memory is accurate, the first song that 

came to mind, almost immediately, was one of my favorite hymns: 
“Be Still, My Soul.”

Song for Deepest Sorrow
I have loved this hymn since my late teens. When sung to a beau-

tiful arrangement of the tune “Finlandia,” it has, to my ear, perfect 
prosody — that’s the term musicians use to describe how “all 
elements [of a song] work together to support the central message of 
the song.” And the central message of “Be Still, My Soul” is the resur-
rection hope Jesus gives us in the face of the devastating death of a 
loved one.

The powerful lyrics come from the pen of a German woman named 
Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel and began appearing in 
German hymnals in 1752. Little is known about Katharina. Some 
believe she may have been a “Stiftsfraulein,” a member of a female 
Lutheran “stift” (convent) in the town of Köthen (one hundred miles 
southwest of Berlin), and that she had been significantly influenced 
by a pietistic Christian renewal movement.

No record survives of the specific event(s) that inspired her to 
compose this deeply moving hymn. But such specifics aren’t neces-
sary since we all experience the kind of devastating losses she writes 
about. And when they come, we often find ourselves enduring an 
internal hurricane of disorienting grief, in desperate need of the 
peaceful shelter of hope. And the gift Katharina has bequeathed to us 
— in the four verses most English hymnals contain (she wrote six) — 
is this profound poetic reminder of the one shelter for our sorrowful, 
storm-tossed souls: the faithfulness of God.

‘The Lord Is on Thy Side’
She begins in verse one by reminding us of the unshakable founda-

tion on which we stand by faith:!Be still, my soul: the Lord is on 
thy side.

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change, He faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

The first line is a near quote of Psalm 118:6: “The Lord is on my 
side; I will not fear.” But the rationale for why we have any right to 
make this otherwise audacious claim is gloriously stated in Romans 
8:31–32:

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things?

Suffering is unbearable 
if you aren’t certain that 
God is for you and with 

you.
Timothy J. Keller
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‘All Now Mysterious Shall Be Bright at 
Last’

In verse two, Katharina reminds us of the great 
promise purchased for us when the Father did not spare 
his own Son for us: freedom from the curse of living 
with the knowledge of good and evil — the knowledge 
we insisted on having, while lacking the capacities to 
comprehend or mange it.

Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Now, God’s purposes in allowing evil to wreak such 
grievous havoc are largely shrouded in mystery, and so 
can appear senseless. But it will not always be so. For 
Jesus came to undo all of the effects of curse. First, he 
came into the world to undo the curse of death (Genesis 
3:19). And then, when we finally experience life free 
from remaining sin and beyond the threat of death, we 
shall be given knowledge more wonderful than what we 
sought from the Edenic fruit: we shall know fully, even 
as we have been fully known (1 Corinthians 13:12).

Soul, be at peace: your faithful Lord will soon make all 
you now find so mysterious bright at last.

‘Jesus Can Repay All He Takes Away’
In verse three, when the sword of grief has pierced 

our hearts at the deaths of our dearest ones, Kathari-
na applies the balm of gospel promise to our throbbing 
wound.

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
And all is darkened in the vale of tears,

Then shalt thou better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears.

Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay
From His own fullness all He takes away.

That last line echoes the great faith-filled, worshipful 

In the swirl of grief, we may wonder, 
“All things? Then why did God not 
spare my loved one from death and me 
from such anguish of separation?” To 
which the Holy Spirit, through the great 
apostle, graciously, hopefully, and gently 
replies,

No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 
8:37–39)

Soul, be at peace: your faithful Lord 
is on your side. And he will lead you 
through this vale of deep darkness 
to the eternally Son-lit, joyful land of 
everlasting love (Psalm 23:4, Revelation 
21:23).

declaration Job made upon 
the news of the deaths of 
his dear children: “The Lord 
gave, and the Lord has taken 
away; blessed be the name 
of the Lord” (Job 1:21). But 
Katharina’s words declare the 
biblical promise of a greater 
restoration than Job expe-
rienced on earth. For God 
has promised that even the 
severest losses will someday 
seem like “light momentary 
affliction” compared to the 
“eternal weight of glory” they 
produce (2 Corinthians 4:17).

“Your faithful Lord 
will never depart 

and will repay from 
his own fullness far 

more than all he 
takes away.”

But this verse also describes 
a Christian’s paradoxical expe-
rience in the very anguish of 
bereavement. For those who, 
while grieving, place their 
trust in their best and heav’nly 
friend receive a foretaste of 
the riches of Jesus’s fullness as 
they come to “better know His 
love, His heart.” They often 
experience new dimensions 
of the reality of what Jesus 
meant when he said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake 
you” (Hebrews 13:5), and “I am 
with you always, to the end of 
the age” (Matthew 28:20).

Soul, be at peace: your 
faithful Lord will never depart 
and will repay from his own 
fullness far more than all he 
takes away.

‘We Shall Be Forever 
with the Lord’

One week after that tragic 
car accident, we gathered in 
the sanctuary to remember 
the lives and grieve the deaths 
of that young wife, daughter, 
sister, friend, and expect-
ant mother, and the baby 
boy she and her devastated 
husband had looked forward 
to bringing into the world. 
But we did not grieve as those 
“who have no hope” (1 Thessa-
lonians 4:13).

My clearest memory of the 
funeral was being so deeply 
moved and comforted by the 
way I heard my brothers and 
sisters sing “Be Still, My Soul,” 
especially the last verse:

Be still, my soul: the hour is 
hast’ning on

When we shall be forever 
with the Lord.

When disappointment, grief, 
and fear are gone,

Sorrow forgot, love’s purest 
joys restored.

Be still, my soul: when 
change and tears are past

All safe and blessèd we shall 
meet at last.

Be Still, My 
Soul

The essence of 
Christian obedience 

is not do’s and 
don’ts but personal 
allegiance to Jesus

Timothy J. Keller
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“There is coming a day when ‘we will always be with 
the Lord.’”

Here is every Christian’s “blessed hope” (Titus 
2:13), the reason Jesus is for us “the resurrection 
and the life” (John 11:25). Katharina’s words helped 
us encourage one another in the hope that there is 
coming a day when “we will always be with the Lord” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:17–18). They helped us together 
preach to our souls,

Soul, be at peace: your faithful Lord will soon gather 
us all together again, safe and blessed, in his presence 
— where his full joy will be our full joy, and where 
all that gives him pleasure will be all that gives us 
pleasure forever (Psalm 16:11).

Then, having done our best to still our souls 
through faith in God’s faithfulness, we escorted the 
earthly remains of our sister and baby brother to the 
cemetery, where we sowed their perishable, weak, 
and natural bodies into the ground in the hope that 
Jesus will raise them with imperishable, powerful, 
spiritual bodies (1 Corinthians 15:42–44). And upon 
the grave’s marker, the loving husband and father, 
whose loss had been incalculable, yet who in faith 
believed Christ had greater gain for the three of them, 
had this text inscribed:

As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;      
when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness. 
(Psalm 17:15)

Be Still, My 
Soul

Can Satan Put 
Thoughts into 
Our Heads?

By John Piper

Satan and Our Sinful Nature
Let’s start with the biblical text that actually uses 

the words that Garrick used in posing his question 
— namely, “Does Satan actually put thoughts in our 
minds?” Here’s John 13:2: “During supper” — that is, 
during the Last Supper — “the devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray 
him.” The thought, the intention, the desire was there 
in Judas. Satan, John says, “put it” there.

Now, here’s another clarification though. That does 
not mean — it doesn’t mean for Judas, and it doesn’t 

mean for us — that the intention and the desire 
did not arise out of Judas’s own sinful nature. He’s 
described in John 12:6 as a thief who is taking money 
out of the disciples’ money bag. It says he’s a person 
who had no heart for the poor, which means he was 
also a liar, which also means he was greedy. So we 
can infer pretty certainly from this that Jesus was not 
the kind of Messiah Judas wanted to follow. He had 
other things going on in his mind and heart. All Satan 
had to do was intensify and direct Judas’s own sinful-
ness. That’s true with us as well. There’s no clear fine 
line between the thoughts that Satan puts and the 
thoughts that we come up with, or the desires that 
Satan puts and the desires that we come up with.

“Our own sinfulness is like an 
invitation, like a welcome mat and 

an open door to Satan.”

Humility is 
perfect quietness 

of heart
Andrew Murray
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We don’t know exactly how. It’s these how questions that 
baffle us, isn’t it? We don’t know exactly how Satan interacts with 
our own sinful nature to do his ugly work. But I think it is fair to 
say that our own sinfulness is like an invitation, like a welcome 
mat and an open door to Satan. That’s what Paul says in Ephe-
sians 4:26–27: “Do not let the sun go down on your anger, and 
give no opportunity to the devil.” In other words, sinfully holding 
a grudge is like a welcome mat put out for Satan. And it works the 
other way around. When Satan beckons us to sin with deceptive 
thoughts or desires, our own sinful nature kicks in and makes 
those beckonings more attractive.

Unguarded Minds
Here’s another biblical example to answer Garrick’s question, 

“Does Satan put things in our heart?” Here’s Acts 5:3, where 
Ananias and Sapphira decide to lie to the apostles and keep back 
part of their pledge. Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled 
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself 
part of the proceeds of the land?” Ananias and his wife had the 
thought, “Ah, let’s make a little extra money for ourselves by lying 
about how much we sold our land for.” And the thought became a 
plan, and the plan became a deed, and Peter describes that whole 
process as “Satan filled your hearts.” Satan caused the plan to 
appear more desirable than honesty or worship. Satan’s design 
filled them up and conquered all their other thoughts and desires. 
It was a pretty costly sin (see Acts 5:5, 10).

Another example is how Satan moved King David to take a 
census in Israel against God’s will. “Then Satan stood against 
Israel and incited David to number Israel” (1 Chronicles 21:1) — 
that is, to take a census of Israel. He put the thought in David’s 
mind, and he made the thought look like military wisdom when it 

was, in fact, distrust in God. And eventually, he 
had to repent of that folly.

We might think, as we go back to the very 
beginning of the Bible, that the deception of Eve 
in the garden of Eden was not like the way Satan 
works today, because it was by means of an 
actual conversation between the devil and Eve. 
But Paul said that Christians must be on guard 
against a similar assault just like in the garden of 
Eden. He said in 2 Corinthians 11:3, “I am afraid 
that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 
your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere 
and pure devotion to Christ.” Here, Satan’s work 
in our minds is called leading us astray, corrupt-
ing our thoughts. We don’t know how Satan 
does it, but there it is; he does it. He can ruin and 
distort and mislead our thoughts and turn them 
into thoughts against Christ and for sin.

Weapons of Truth
Now, the main reality to keep in mind in all this 

is that Satan is a deceiver, a liar, a murderer. He 
works his destruction mainly by deceiving, by 
lying — sometimes with half-truths, but always 
with deceptive, murderous intent. Here’s Reve-
lation 12:9: “The great dragon was thrown down, 
that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world.” John 
8:44: “[The devil] was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks 
out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies.”

All his thoughts, in other words, are mislead-
ing. They’re misleading thoughts. Whether they 
are half-truths or whole falsehoods, they’re 
misleading. All his miracles are lying miracles — 
that is, miracles in the service of a lie (2 Thessa-
lonians 2:9) — which means that the central and 
steady-state weapon against him is truth, faith in 
the truth.

Here’s the way Paul says it in 2 Timothy 
2:25–26. We should correct our opponents “with 

gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repen-
tance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” And 
here’s the effect of that: “. . . and they may come 
to their senses and escape from the snare of the 
devil.” That’s how he does it: knowledge of the 
truth. Jesus said, “You will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free” (John 8:32).

Let me keep reading 2 Timothy; I stopped in 
the middle of verse 26. “. . . they may come to 
their senses and escape from the snare of the 
devil, after being captured by him to do his will” 
(2 Timothy 2:26). How did he capture them? How 
did Satan capture them? By trapping them with 
lies, untruth. He persuaded them to believe a lie 
by putting lies in their hearts, by deceiving them 
that error is better than truth, sin is better than 
righteousness. The remedy, Paul says, is to speak 
the truth and show righteous love.

That’s exactly what we get in Ephesians 
6:11–18. “Put on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against the schemes 
of the devil.” Then six pieces of armor are 
mentioned, and four of the six relate directly to 
truth, because the schemes of the devil are lies, 
and we protect ourselves and others with the 
truth:

belt of truth (Ephesians 6:14)
shoes of the gospel (Ephesians 6:15)

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God 
(Ephesians 6:17)

shield of faith, which is faith in the word of 
God (Ephesians 6:16)

“Satan can put thoughts in our 
minds, but God has given us 

everything we need to recognize 
them and renounce them.”

You have the word of God in your hand like a 
sword, and you put the shield up, and you trust 
the word of God, the truth.

Can Satan Put 
Thoughts into Our 

Heads?

Here is the 
path to the 
higher life: 

down, lower 
down!

Andrew Murray
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Renouncing Satan’s Lies
I think the answer to Garrick’s question is 

pretty clear. Yes, Satan can put thoughts in our 
minds, but God has given us everything we need 
to recognize them and renounce them. Here are 
the questions I think we need to ask of every 

thought that comes into our mind.

Is this thought false to Scripture?
Is this thought false to the glory of Christ?

Is this thought false to Christ-honoring love 
for others?

Is this thought false to purity?
Is this thought serving to make sin attractive 

and to make holiness unattractive?

If the answer to any of those questions is yes, 
then we remember Revelation 12:11, where 
John says, “They have conquered [Satan] by 
the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even 
unto death.” In other words, we turn to Christ, 
who loved us and gave himself for us, and we 
take hold of precious promises that he’s given 
of his superior worth and helpfulness, and we 
testify to Satan, “Christ is my truth. Christ is my 
treasure. Be gone!” And we turn and we walk 
with Christ in the truth.

Can Satan Put 
Thoughts into 
Our Heads?

God made man 
small and the 

universe big to 
say something 
about himself.”

John Piper

“He who did 
not spare 

His own Son, 
but gave Him 
up for us all, 
how shall He 
not, with Him, 
freely give us 
all things?”

Romans 8:32. 
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1. God loves you and has a plan for you!
The Bible says, “God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son, [Jesus Christ], that whoever believes in Him shall not per-

ish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” — 

a complete life full of purpose (John 10:10).

But here’s the problem:

2. Man is sinful and separated from God.
We have all done, thought or said bad things, which the Bible calls “sin.” 

The Bible says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Ro-

mans 3:23).

The result of sin is death, spiritual separation from God (Romans 6:23).

The good news?

3. God sent His Son to die for your sins!
Jesus died in our place so we could live with Him in eternity.

“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

But it didn’t end with His death on the cross. He rose again and still lives!

“Christ died for our sins. … He was buried. … He was raised on the third 

day, according to the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

Jesus is the only way to God.

Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 

Father, but through Me” (John 14:6).

4. Would you like to receive God’s forgiveness?

We can’t earn salvation; we are saved by God’s grace when we have faith 

in His Son, Jesus Christ. All you have to do is believe you are a sinner, that 

Christ died for your sins, and ask His forgiveness. He knows you and loves 

you. What matters to Him is the attitude of your heart, your honesty. We 

suggest praying the following prayer to accept Christ as your Savior:

Dear Lord Jesus,

I know I am a sinner, and I ask for your forgiveness. I believe 

you died for my sins and rose from the dead. 

 I will trust and follow you as my Lord and Savior. 

Guide my life and help me to do your will. In your name, 

Amen.”

Royalty is 
my identity. 

Servanthood is 
my assignment. 

Intimacy with God 
is my life source.

Bill Johnson

Out of the mountain 
of despair, a stone of 

hope.
Martin Luther King, Jr.



14 •   ____________________ imsueraines@gmail.com  - goodnewswaco.org  ________________________________ 254-339-0582

By Shane Morris

Russian novelist Fyodor 
Dostoevsky said that 
“Beauty will save the 

world.” Reflecting on those 
words in his 1970 Nobel Prize 
acceptance speech, Alexandr 
Solzhenitsyn asked, “What sort of 
a statement is that? … How could 
that be possible? When in blood-
thirsty history did beauty ever 
save anyone from anything?” 

This is a legitimate question in 
a sin-cursed world wracked with 
natural disasters, human violence 
and deceit, disease, war, famine, 
cancer, and mental illness. In 
the face of such evil and suffer-
ing, beauty can seem quaint and 
powerless, at best a distraction 
and certainly not a solution. And 
yet, beauty is particularly effec-
tive in bringing joy and apprecia-
tion to the forefront of our lives, 
introducing us to names from 
the past we might otherwise not 
know, and placing the image of 
God in men and women on full 
display. 

Take Vincent Van Gogh, the 
19th-century Dutch painter of 
glowing flowers and heavenly 
lights, whose art so starkly 
contrasted with his troubled 
life. Writing in The Wall Street 
Journal recently, John Miller 
argued that Van Gogh’s art 
testifies to a stubborn faith, even 
during his darkest moments. 

Not only is that faith evident in the 
Dutch master’s work, it is evident in his 
words.   

In a letter to his brother two years 
before his death, Van Gogh wrote 
that he still had a tremendous need 
for religion, “so I go outside at night 
to paint the stars.” The result of this 
routine was a painting recognized 
as a masterpiece. The Starry Night, 
which currently hangs in the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York City, 
exhibits the ethereal light, the “bold 
color and coarse brushwork,” that 
would immortalize the name of Van 
Gogh after his untimely death. It is 
also what Os Guinness, when quoting 

sociologist Peter Berger, calls a “signal of tran-
scendence.” In other words, stars mean some-
thing.   

Miller points out that Van Gogh’s several 
starry-themed paintings include Christian 
imagery that is easy to miss: churches and 
convents, crosses, and perhaps even a refer-
ence to the twelve disciples.  

Though Van Gogh wasn’t a religious painter 
in a strict sense, his faith, Miller argues, “flows 
as a powerful undercurrent” in all his art. It 
also shaped his life. At one point, Van Gogh 
even aimed to be ordained as a minister, but 
his quirks sabotaged his theological education 
and many of his relationships, so he decided to 
become a self-taught painter instead.  

The young artist produced 900 paintings, 
only one of which actually sold during his 
lifetime. His mental health continued to decline, 
eventually devolving into the well-known 

incident where he cut off his own ear, 
before he finally committed suicide. 

Today, historians and psychol-
ogists speculate that Vincent Van 
Gogh suffered from manic depression 
or bipolar disorder. His life is a sad 
mixture of beauty and psychosis over 
which someone might scribble, as 
his fellow painter Edvard Munch did 
over his own iconic work, The Scream, 
“[this] can only have been painted 
by a madman.” The reason we know 
Van Gogh’s name, however, is not his 
madness but his eye for beauty and 
the ability to express it on canvas. As 

Painting and Counting Stars: The Saving 
Power of Beauty
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one documentary put 
it, Vincent was at his 
sanest when he was 
painting.  

In his Nobel Prize 
speech, Solzhenitsyn 
said that “a work of art 
bears within itself its 
own verification.”  

… those works of art 
which have scooped up 
the truth and presented 
it to us as a living force—
they take hold of us, 
compel us, and nobody 
ever, not even in ages 
to come, will appear to 
refute them. 

For millennia, Chris-
tians have celebrated 
truth, goodness, and 
beauty as transcen-
dent testimonies to 
God’s existence and 
character. While it is 
possible to deny truth 
and goodness, Solz-
henitsyn thought beauty 
had an “irrefutable” 
quality that “forces 
even an opposing heart 
to surrender.” Beauty 
arrests us, cuts through 
our objections as the 

light of the stars cut 
through Van Gogh’s 
troubled mind, and 
leaves us blessedly 
vulnerable to God’s 
grace, even in this dark 
and fallen world.   

In his song, “Count 
the Stars,” my friend 
Josh Bales writes, “On 
my darkest night a 
million beams of light 
ask me to believe that 
your promise is like a 
starlit sky/ bigger than 
my dreams/ So in my 
doubting dark I count 
the stars.” 

Truth, wrote the 
Apostle John, is a person 
who has Himself faced 
suffering and will, in 
the end, answer all 
questions and make all 
things new. If the vision 
that finally captivated a 
broken Dutch painter is 
that same Person, then 
Dostoevsky was right. 
Beauty will save the 
world. In fact, He has. 

Painting and Counting 
Stars: The Saving 
Power of Beauty

The Crowds Till Death Is Overcome
Elijah Restores All Things In Sum

John Beat The True Repentance Drum
And Was Struck Down Like Hated Scum

As Christ Would Die Like Sheep That’s Dumb
Under God’s Wrath He Would Succumb

Then Rise To Save His Chosen Some
Now Cruel Death Is Overcome

Christ Fills With Joy More Than Rum
He’s Worthy More Than All Income

So Praise His Name And To Him Come
Of Every Joy He’s The Sum!

That’s my King! Do you know Him?!

Christ Jesus Cast The Demon Out
And Heals The Sick, He’s God Devout

So Often We Are Weak Through Doubt
Faithless, Twisted, Cry, And Pout

But Christ Is Strong, A Rock Who’s Stout
He Died, The Sun Went Full Blackout

And All God’s Wrath He Did Burn Out
Then Rose Alive, “Death’s Dead!” We Shout

Through Faith Like Mustard Seeds That Sprout
Impossible Deeds We Bring About

According To His Will All-Out
Christ Ends Our Pain And Joy Drought

With Him No Pleasures Go Without
For All Our Enemies He’ll Rout

Christ Is Our Joy, Our All Straight-Out!

That’s my King!

Christ Jesus They’d Betray And Kill
He Bore God’s Wrath Upon That Hill

He Took Our Curse, His Blood They’d Spill
But Death Could Never Hold Him Still

He Rose Again To All Fulfill
And Our Salvation Finally Seal

By Faith Alone We’re Just And We’ll
Grow In Christ And Do His Will

Pay Tax, Give No Offense, Or Steal
And Humbly Follow Christ’s Ideal
For Him We Live With Holy Zeal

He Is Our Joy, Our All, Our Thrill!

That’s my King! That’s my King!

“That’s My King!” In 
Matthew 17!

Wherever you find real love, 
you will also find humility

Kathryn Kuhlman

Wherever you find real love, 
you will also find humility

Kathryn Kuhlman




